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Number  One 


THI.  COURT  HOU3E:  BEAUTirUL 


ypf.  Moo  jCeon  /Inney 


HEN  the  P>ditor  of  this  maga- 
zine asked  me  to  write  a  description  of  the 
new  Court  House  at  Santa  Barbara,  I  hesi- 
tated.  Who  can  muster  any  enthusiasm 
about  just  another 
public  office  build- 
ing? Every  city  has 
them ;  some  height- 
limit  monuments  to 
American  utilitar- 
ianism, structures  so 
tall  that  only  a 
jungle  monkey  in 
his  highest  palm 
tree  could  appreci- 
ate them ;  others  so 
full  of  plate  glass 
windows  that  it 
would  drive  a 
housewife  mad  try- 
ing to  compute  how 
much  Bon  Ami 
would  be  required 
annually  to  keep 
them  clean ;  some 
with  gloomy  door- 
ways that  seem  to 
groan :  ^^Leave  joy 
behind,  all  ye  who 
enter  here'' ;  and 
tilled  with  uninter- 
-e  s  t  i  n  g  corridors 


that  inevitably  land  one  just  where  he 
does  not  wish  to  go.  But  I  had  not  then 
seen  the  Court  House  at  Santa  Barbara. 
How^  refreshingly  diflferent! 

Santa  Barbara  is 
a  Spanish  city,  not 
only  by  preference 
since  the  earth- 
quake of  19  2  5 
forced  it  to  largely 
rebuild,  but  by  in- 
heritance. F  o  r  a 
hundred  and  fifty 
years  it  has  been 
under  the  gentle 
but  forceful  influ- 
ence of  the  old 
Santa  Barbara  Mis- 
sion, most  beauti- 
ful of  the  twenty- 
one  established  in 
California  by  the 
Jesuit  Fathers.  The 
old  Court  House, 
w  h  i  c  h  lived  use- 
fully  for  fifty 
vears,  was  a  $60,- 
000  pillared  affair, 
in  the  form  of  a 
(jreek  cross,  con- 
structed o  f  brick 
and  iron  on  a  stone 
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foundation,  and  set  squarely  in  the  center 
of  the  grounds. 

The  w^ic  Court  House  is  in  the  form  of , 
a  ''U"  and  occupies  two  entire  sides  of  the 
Court  House  Square,  with  the  Sheriff's 
Building  and  Jail  on  the  third.  Much  of 
the  garden  space  has  therefore  been  saved 
for  landscaping,  which  will  be  done  by  the 
County  in  accordance  with  the  architect's 
plans.  The  planting  will  be  in  keeping 
with  the  stately  palms  and  pines  which  date 
back  h  a  1  f  a  century,  the  preservation  of 
which  has  been  one  of  the  problems  of  this 
new  building.  Sunken  gardens  will  occupy 
the  old  site. 

The  new  Court  House  breathes  a  fine 
Spanish  atmosphere  both  outside  and  in. 
The  masonry  walls  backed  with  a  rigid 
steel  frame  are  tinted  a  warm  mellow  tone 
which  stems  the  glare  that  would  necessar- 
ily come  if  left  a  pure  white.  The  right  tone- 
has  been  found  in  a  buflf-yellow  of  natural 
sandstone  quarried  in  Refugio  Canyon, 
twenty  miles  north  of  Santa  Barbara  city.  . 


So  large  are  the  segments  that  stones  nine 
feet  long  have  been  used  on  some  of  the 
arches,  and  so  unique  is  this  ''find''  that 
it  contains  fossil  shells  and  remains  which 
are  plainly  discernible  through  the  tooth 
\ chisel  finish.  The  low  coping  around  the 
''Court  House  Square  is  cut  from  natural 
boulders,  also  found  in  this  vicinity. 

In  the  offing,  the  Court  House  is  a  de- 
lightfully bewildering  medley  of  white 
walls  and  red  tiled  roofs,  of  unexpected 
stairs  and  towers,  of  graceful  arches  and 
balconies,  of  charming  windows  and  grilled 
gates,  yet  unostentatious  and  even  simple  as 
to  line  when  one  is  close  at  hand,  with  long 
reaches  of  restful  wall,  and  a  most  judicious 
use  of  ornament.  Note,  for  example,  the 
chaste  heraldic  design  on  the  Jail  building, 
the  bit  of  molded  concrete  over  the  north 
wall,  and  the  irregular  ribbon  of  brick  fac- 


ings visible  on  the  garden  side.  Or  enjoy 
the  three  commemorative  tiles  set  in  the 
walls,  two  of  them  in  memory  of  distin- 
guished visitors  to  Santa  Barbara,  and  one 
given  by  descendants  of  the  Ortega  family, 
showing  the  discovery  of  San  Francisco 
Bay  by  Jose  Francisco  de  Ortega  in  1769. 

Viewed  from  the  hills,  the  building  is  tall 
enough  to  be  an  object  of  interest — two 
stories  in  the  main  wings,  with  basement 
and  mezzanine,  and  five  stories  in  the  Sher- 
iff's Building — but  not  tall  enough  to  over- 
shadow other  byildings,  or  to  give  an  un- 
sightly irregularity  of  skyline  to  the  city. 

It  has  windows,  plenty  of  them,  but  not 
set  in  serried  and  monotonous  rows.  They 
have  green  shutters,  with  a  conventional, 
colored  design  painted  upon  them,  and  the 
casings  are  green,  or  ttiey  open  on  a  bal- 
cony, or  there  is  a  bit  of  fascinating  grill, 
or  a  brick-dust  Venetian  awning,  or  maybe 
a  glazed  red  or  green  flower  pot  held  in 
place  with  a  graceful  iron  bracket.  There 
are  doors  of  course,  but  not  like  those  at 
home,  that  Father  used  to  make.  They  are 
called  by  the  Italian  name,  ''loggias,'' 
arched  entrances  many  feet  thick,  myster- 
ious and  alluring,  such  as  are  common 
wherever  Moorish  architecture  exists. 

There  are  halls,  but  here  referred  to  as 
''galleries"  which  awaken  in  one  a  new  in- 
terest. By  any  other  name,  however,  they 
would  still  be  places  where  one  loves  to 
linger.  So  full  of  the  unexpected  !  Under- 
foot: mosaic  glazed  inserts  alternate  with 
Palacio  tile;  at  the  bottom  of  the  circular 
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Staircase,  the  Native  Sons  of  the  Golden 
V\  est  are  to  set  a  bronze  seal  in  the  floor 
when  the  building  is  dedicated  ;  in  the  main 
entrance  hall,  the  seal  of  the  Board  of  Sup- 
ervisors IS  done  in  tile,  almost  too  beautiful 
to  be  walked  upon.     It  is  a  large,  eitrht- 
pointed  Moorish  star,  the  insignia  of  Saint 
Barbara,  one  of  the  early  Christian  martyrs 
for  whom  the  old  .Mission,  the  city  and  the 
county  all  are  named.    Overhead :  painted 
conventional  designs  ornamenting  the 
pointed  arches  at  the  meeting  of  the  second 
floor  gallery  wings,  and  lighting  fi.xturcs  i 
the  shape  of  old  Spanish" lantfrns.    On  , 
level  u-ith  the  eyes :  an  antique  oak  balus- 


trade, wrought  iron  gates,  doors  that  arc 
painted  with  .,dd  and  colorful  designs,  or 
u-  r"."'-''^  ancicntlv.  The  elevators,  of 
which  there  are  three,  have  uni.iue  metal 
doors,  and  even  the  Hre  hose  is  hidden  be- 
hind glass  that  is  colored.  Oh,  not  halls 
which  dismay,  but  galleries  which  enchant! 

ilie  problem,"  explained  the  architect, 
thlf  'V'.^*^'"^"'^  "  modern  public  building 
hat  would  reflect  the  rural  Spanish  feel 
ZfJ  ^^^l^.^^'hidi.  though  full  of  difficul- 
ties was  perhaps  easier  for  William  .Mooser 
m  rf"";.  '""St  architects,  inas- 

vhe  th  ^'L'"-  ^:^P^'-i'-'nce  dates  back  to  1852, 
nhcn  the  hrst  William  came  from  Switzer- 
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land  and  established  the  company.  Wil- 
liam II,  among  other  achievements,  has  de- 
signed and  built  the  Court  Houses  for  Con- 
tra Costa,  Nevada,  Calaveras,  Stanislaus 
and  Tuolumne  counties,  a  number  of  county 
hospitals,  and,  very  lately,  the  new  Masonic 
Home  at  Decoto.  William  HI  is  a  graduate 
of  the  Ecole  des  Beaux  Arts  of  Paris,  and 
writes  ''D.P.L.G;^  and  ^^S.A.D.G/'  after 


Less  suggestive  of  gloom  is  the  Court 
loggia,  with  what,  to  architects,  is  a 
.'^molded  arch"  but  to  the  uninitiated  is  a 
series  of  graduated  arches,  and  over  it  the 
English  inscription:  ''Reason  is  the  life  of 
the  law/'  On  the  Hall  of  Records  playful 
fancy  is  expressed  in  an  odd  door  of  wood 
and  hammered  copper,  representing,  in  re- 
lief, an  allegory  of  California  history  from 


his  name-or  would,  if  he  were  not  modest 
Certainly  these  men  have  put  into  this 
bu,  ding  not  onlv  charm  and  utihtv,  but 
hat  subtle  soinething  we  call  -soui;'"  Take 
he  Sheriff's  Building,  with  its  immense 
wood-gnlled  gates  and  huge  iron  boltT  ^ 
small  door  opening  within^he  large  ne 
and  in  the  lobby,  dark-wooded  cant  leve; 

of^ncK^rtt^ratesratr^^^^^ 
-P|^.inUtin:--r.-^^^^^ 


|^myth„l„g,eal  times  to  the  present. 

■'fh<,  h  mT""  ^^"^  HigniHcd  formality  of 

\.on  ,  "    t'"^\=''  it  fronts  the  street    even  as 

and  compare  it  with  the  pleasant  abandon 
v^vs  .h"''^'"  r^""  (f'^^'  the  stair- 

I  vvhVn  .K^"'''"'''*''  '•*'^^''")  «s  vou  and 

the  other  way'- "  ^^"'^'^  '^^^ 

tJ>^l\\ulVT     ^1"'^^      expressive.  The 

atmosDherl    /T'^  have  an 

atmosphere  of  heavy  grandeur  with  their 
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carved  walnut  woodwork,  leather-covered, 
brass-studded  door^,  and  richly  ornamented 
ceiling  in  polychrome  colors.  I^ven  the 
benches  are  covered  with  long  strips  of 
natural  leather,  and  there  is  a  rubber  tile, 
'^silence''  floor.  Inside  the  bar  is  a  Hart- 
ford Saxony  carpet,  and  at  the  windows, 
lovely  drapes  of  velvet  in  gold  design. 
The  electric  fixtures  are  of  wrought  iron 


and  tall  turned  posts.  Two  large  maps  are 
painted  on  the  walls,  one  early  Spanish, 
the  mythical  California,  and  the  other,  a 
present-day  map  of  Santa  Barbara  County. 
Overhead  is  a  ribbed,  vaulted  ceiling,  which 
apparently  lets  the  blue  sky  and  stars  shine 
through. 

With  this,  contrast  the  colorful  room  in 
which  the  Board  of  Supervisors  will  hold 
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with  deep  amber  shades,  which  will  im- 
part a  soft  glow  on  the  tragedies  enacted 
beneath.  The  Judge  will  come  from  his 
chambers  on  a  level  with  the  bench,  and 
not,  as  usual,  up  a  flight  of  stairs. 

There  are  two  handsome  Court  Rooms, 
each  with  four  commodious  offices  or  cham- 
bers, and  a  no-less-striking  Law  Library  as 
a  connecting  link.  Here,  the  rubber  tile 
floor  is  in  black  and  white,  there  are  an- 
tique walnut  tables,  leather-covered  chairs, 
and  walnut  bookcases  wMth  carved  cornices 


its  sessions.  Here  one  may  talk  aloud  and 
even  be  gay.  It  is  a  delightful  surprise  to 
find  that  this  was  the  intention  of  the  ar- 
chitect, for  the  rope  dividing  rail  and  iron 
staples  may  be  taken  out,  the  four  Span- 
ish desks  or  'Varguenos,''  and  the  one  high, 
old  Mission  type  desk,  which  make  the 
room  an  oflice,  may  be  pushed  to  one  side, 
and  behold,  it  is  a  public  assembly  room, 
suitable  for  conventions  or  receptions.  The 
five  ''desks,"  by-the-way  are  desks  only 
when  opened.    When  closed  they  are  orna- 


AflCHITECT 

AND  ENGINEER, 


July,  1^29 


mental  cabinet  fixtures  bearing  no  resemb- 
lance whatever  to  the  modern  monsters  of 
that  commercial  name. 

A  wall  flower  could  be  particularly 
happy  in  this  room,  studying  the  great  mur- 
als executed  by  the  western  artist  w^ho  is 
so  well  known  to  us:  Dan  Sayre  Groesbeck. 
That  on  the  east  wall,  'The  Landing  of 
Cabrillo"  is  said  to  be  the  largest  mural  in 


has  been  decorated  in  polychrome  ornament 
by  another  famous  artist,  John  B.  Smer- 
aldi.  Even  the  floor  tiles,  with  their  orna- 
mental inserts,  carry  out  the  cheerful  in- 
tent of  those  who  planned  and  wrought. 

A  versatility  of  detail  is  noticeable 
throughout  the  building,  a  fact  all  the  more 
remarkable  when  one  considers  its  size. 
Nothing  is  duplicated.    Every  room  has  its 
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the  State,  being  seventy  feet  long.  On  the 
north  w^all  is  'The  Building  of  the  Santa 

Barbara  Mission'';  on  the  south  wall  the 

first  pathetic  note-  an  allegory  of  the  dawn 
of  a  new  era,  when  the  old  Spanish  order 
changed  to  the  American;  and  on  the  west 
wall,  the  three  occupations  w^hich  have 
made  the  wx^alth  of  California:  mining, 
stock  raising  and  agriculture.  Over  the 
window^s  are  representations  of  various 
coats-of-arms:  of  Mexico  and  Old  Spain, 
of  the  Santa  Barbara  Mission  and  of  the 
Franciscan  Fathers.    The  beamed  ceiling 


own  mdividuality.  In  one  ofllce,  for  ex- 
ample, all  the  wood  \xmk  is  panelled,  and 
the  tops  of  the  counters  are  of  battleship 
inoleum.  In  another,  the  counters  are 
taced  xvith  tile  and  there  is  an  iron  grill 
above  In  a  third,  there  is  a  domed  ^sky- 
light decorated  in  a  cartwheel  design  of 
painted  ornament,  and  for  night  lighting, 
a  Spanish  lantern  (imported)  of  glass  and 
wrought  iron,  with  a  number  of  smaller 
lanterns  hung  elsewhere  from  the  ceiling. 
Une  of  the  most  unusual  eflfects  is  an  eight- 
po.nted  star  of  colored  glass,  each  point 
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tipped  with  a  tiny  star,  as  perfect  as  the 
large  one 

The  architect  would  seem  to  possess  a 
veritable  passion  for  detail.  Each  appoint- 
ment is  perfect.  He  has  designed  practi- 
cal things,  like  the  storage  rooms  and  gar- 
age in  the  basement.  He  has  designed  im- 
posiiKj  things,  like  the  main  entrance,  or 
"Anacapa  Arch,"  with  its  carved  pillars 


the  carpets,  the  drapes,  the  Venetian  sail- 
cloth awnings,  the  lighting  fixtures,  the 
furniture,  the  hardware— all  the  minutia 
which  cannot  be  catalogued.  Moreover  he 
has  been  the  "Manager  of  Construction, 
a  colossal  task  when  one  considers  that  this 
is  one  of  the  largest  of  Court  Houses,  and 
that  everything  has  been  done  by  sub-con- 
tract. 


FIGUEROA  STREET  ENTRANCE.  COUR  r  HOUSE,  S.VN  rA  BAKHARA 
William  Mooser  Co.,  Architects 


and  figures  of  Justice  and  Ceres;  its  plaques 
representing  agricultural  and  industrial 
wealth;  the  coat-of-arms  of  the  County 
Board  of  Supervisors;  and  the  Spanish  in- 
scription, to  the  efTect  that  "God  made  the 
country,  and  man,  the  town."  There  is  also 
an  exquisite  fountain,  not  yet  unveiled,  exe- 
cuted bv  Kttore  Cadorin,  Italian  sculptor 
of  Santa  Barbara,  whose  work  needs  no  in- 
troduction. He  has  called  this  group: 
"The  Spirit  of  the  Ocean." 

The  architect  has  likewise  designed  the 
needful  things,  multitudinous  and  various: 


The  area  of  the  building  may  be  appreci- 
ated when  it  is  known  that  16,000  cubic 
yards  of  excavating  were  required  for  the 
foundation;  that  10,000  cubic  yards  of  con- 
crete were  used  in  the  construction  work; 
that  practically  1,000,000  board  feet  of 
form  lumber  were  required;  that  30,000 
pounds  of  form  wire  were  used;  also  360 
tons  of  reinforcing  steel ;  175,000  feet  of  re- 
inforcing mesh;  49,000  square  feet  of  rein- 
forced concrete  roof  slab;  400  kegs  of  nails; 
I  500  tons  of  structural  steel ;  140,000  square 
feet  of  reinforced  concrete  floors;  approxi- 
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mately  80,000  square  feet  of  finish  cement 
and  60,000  square  feet  of  floor  tiles;  25,000 
square  feet  of  membrane  waterproofing  for 
floors  and  walls;  50,000  square  feet  of  roof 
tile,  and  50,000  square  feet  of  asbestos  as- 
phalt to  waterproof  under  the  roof  tile. 

The  two  main  wings  extend  370  feet  on 
each  of  two  streets,  and  165  feet  on  the 
third.  The  Mirador,  or  clock  tower,  is  114 


admiring  visitors  as  if  to  say:  ''You  never 
dreamed  that  I  would  be  half  so  lovely,  did 
you?''  And  the  Lookout  Tower,  appended 
to  the  fifth  story  of  the  SherifT's  Building, 
looks  up  to  the%ky  as  if  to  say:  ''Lord,  I 
thank  Thee  that  I  am  not  as  most  Court 
Houses  are.''  Yet  the  diversified  features  of 
the  structure  make  so  perfect  a  whole  that 
no  one  attracts  attention  to  itself,  away  from 


GATES  TO  MAIN  LOBBY.  COURT  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 
William  Mooser  Co.,  Architects 


feet  from  the  ground,  and  the  Sheriff's 
Lookout  Tower  is  92  feet  high.  There  are 
approximately  140,000  square  feet  of  floor 
area  and  2,450,000  cubic  feet  of  buildmg. 
Construction  has  covered  two  years. 

I  surveyed  the  building  from  the  four 
sides  of  the  Court  House  Square,  and  then 
from  a  distance,  trying  to  determine  the  out- 
standing point  of  interest.  It  was  in  vam. 
The  Cloclv  Tower  looks  complacently  and 
benignly  Qown  upon  critical  taxpayers  and 


the  others.  At  night  the  flood  lights  of  100 
projectors,  each  with  from  300  to  500  watt 
lamps,  make  the  building  appear  like  a 
veritable  fantasy. 

The  wonder  is  that  out  of  a  pencil  and 
paper,  out  of  a  clay  model  and  a  dream,  the 
architect  could  have  evolved  Beauty  and 
given  it  such  a  body!  Like  a  photograph 
which  can  never  catch  the  elusive  'S^ou,''  so 
no  words  can  quite  do  justice  to  the  Santa 
Barbara  Court  House  Beautiful. 
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FOUNTAIN  AT  MAIN  ARCH,  COURT  HOUSE.  SANTA  BARBARA 
William  Mooser  Co.,  Architects 


BUILDING  of  COURT  HOUSE 
WITHIN  ARCHITECTS  ESTIMATE 


HE  earthquake  that  occurred  on  the 
27th  day  of  June,  1925,  destroyed  many 
buildings  in  the  city  of  Santa  Barbara.  The 
county's  loss  was  the  court  house,  hall  of 
records,  jail  buildings  and  general  hospital. 
The  Board  of  Supervisors  met  immediately 
following  the  disaster  and  within  four  days 
resolved  to  rebuild  all  the  buildings  and 
appointed  William  Mooser  Company  of 
San  Francisco,  as  the  architects,  with  orders 
to  proceed  at  once  with  the  necessary  plans. 
All  of  these  buildings  have  been  built  and 
completed,  and  are  now  occupied  by  the 


various  county  officials  and  the  business  of 
the  county  is  going  forward  in  the  usual 
way. 

Our  firm  was  not  only  appointed  archi- 
tects but  was  made  managers  of  construc- 
tion. 

The  architects  were  given  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  with  in- 
structions to  carry  out  the  work  of  design- 
ing with  full  superintendence  and  inspec- 
tion, also  the  designing  of  all  the  furnish- 
ings and  equipment  and  to  otherwise  assume 
responsibility  for  erection  and  completion 
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ASSEMBLY  ROOM,  COURT  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 
William  Mooser  Co.,  Architects 


MURAL  IN  ASSEMBLY  ROOM,  COURT  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 
William  Mooser  Co.,  Architects 
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PLAN,  SliCOND  STORY",  COURT  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 

WILLIAM  MOOSER  CO.,  ARCHITECTS 
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PLAN,  SECOND  STORY  MEZZANINE,  COURT  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 

WILLIAM  MOOSER  CO.,  ARCHITECTS 
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ROSE  WINDOW,  MAIN  CORRIDOR,  COURT  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 
WILLIAM  MOOSER  CO.,  ARCHITECTS 
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ASSEMBLY  GALLERY,  COURT  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 
WILLIAM  MOOSER  CO.,  ARCHITECTS 
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CIRCULAR  STAIRWAY,  COL  R  i  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 

WILLIAM  MOOSER  CX).,  ARCHITECTS 
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of  the  buildings.  The  architects  were  also 
authorized  to  select  sculptors,  painters  and 
decorators  and  whomsoever  it  was  found 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  work  as  co-artists. 

The  cost  memorandum  given  by  the  arch- 
itects at  the  commencement  of  building  the 
courthouse,  hall  of  records  and  jail  was  50c 


Sayre  Grosbeck,  mural  painter  of  Santa 
Barbara  and  George  Hyde,  interior  decora- 
tor of  San  Francisco,  is  due  the  credit  for  a 
great  part  of  whatever  may  be  thought  of 
the  building's  success. 

To  George  Aitken  Batchelder,  citizen  of 
Santa  Barbara,  who,  by  his  public  spirit  and 


GARDEN  ARCH  OF  REFUGIO  SANDSTONE,  COURT  HOUSE,  SANTA  BARBARA 
Quarried  and  Executed  by  Bly  Stone  Company,  Los  Angeles 


per  cubic  foot,  not  including  furnishings. 
The  buildings  complete  cost  $1,500,000  or 
approximately  47c  per  cubic  foot,  with  an 
additional  1  Ic  per  cubic  foot  for  furnish- 
ings and  decorations. 

To  William  Mooser,  Jr.,  architect, 
Kttore  Cadorin,  sculptor  of  Santa  Barbara, 
jno.  B.  Smeraldi,  painter  and  decorator  of 
New  York  and  Los  Angeles,  John  Mac- 
Quarrie,  artist  of   San   Francisco,  Dan 


very  appreciative  help,  many  things  were 
accomplished. 

The  general  hospital  is  a  one  story  and 
part  basement  building  constructed  of  con- 
crete and  portions  of  it  remaining  were  re- 
modeled and  an  additional  story  added  by 
means  of  a  steel  frame,  with  steel  and  con- 
crete floor  and  roof  trusses  built  entirely 
independent  and  surrounding  the  entire  old 
structure. 
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To  C.  L.  Prcisker  of  Santa  Maria,  chair- 
man, Wm.  L.  Talbott  of  Lompoc,  Thos. 
Dinsmore  of  Montecito  and  Sam  Stanwood 
of  Santa  Barbara,  members  of  the  Board  of 
Supervisors,  during  the  entire  construction 
of  the  buildings,  is  extended  the  writers' 
deepest  appreciation. 

These  men  by  their  foresight  and  knowl- 
edge of  Santa  Barbara's  historical  back- 
ground, worked  in  complete  harmony  with 
the  architects  for  more  than  three  years. 
This  is,  indeed,  very  unusual,  and  is  deserv- 
ing of  great  appreciation  by  artists  in  par- 
ticular and  the  public  in  general  for  it  is  a 
matter  of  congratulation  to  have  had  such 
men  in  office — men  possessing  vision  and 
judgment  that  contributed  to  the  happy 
completion  of  the  work. 


INSTITUTE  FOR  EDUCATIONAL 
STANDARDS 


O  raise  the  educational  standards  for 
architects  and  encourage  high  ideals 
in  architectural  training,  the  American  In- 
stitute of  Architects  has  instituted  a  pro- 
gram of  nationwide  cooperation  with  uni- 
versities, libraries,  art  and  technical  schools, 
accorditfig  to  Prof.  William  Emerson, 
chairman  of  the  Institute  Committee  on 
Education. 

Chaotic  conditions  resulting  in  great  di- 
versity in  the  length  and  scene  of  the 
courses  leading  to  a  degree  in  architecture 
exist  in  schools  throughout  the  country, 
Prof.  Emerson,  who  is  head  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Architecture  of  the  Massachusetts 
Institute  of  Technology,  declares,  adding 
that  one  of  the  objects  of  the  work  under- 
taken by  the  Institute  is  to  clear  up  this  sit- 
uation, which  tends  to  lessen  the  prestige  of 
the  architect  and  the  confidence  of  the'gen- 
eral  public. 

^^Achitectural  degrees  vary  as  the  colors 
of  leaves  of  the  trees  in  the  fall,''  says  Prof 
Emerson.  ^There  are  degrees  of  every  kind 
•based  on  every  kind  and  length  of  college 
courses.  The  Institute  will  endeavor  to  de- 
termine the  basic  essentials  and  the  degrees 
which  can  significantly  express  these  dif- 
ferent categories  of  training. 


^'Short  courses  in  architecture  are  mis 
leading  to  many  students.  The  tendency  in 
the  high  schools,  in  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.'sandin 
correspondence  schools  to  offer  to  those  who 
have  not  judgment  enough  to  distinguish, 
w^hat  are  called  courses  in  architecture,  is  to 
be  deplored.  They  are  a  very  inadequate 
alternative  for  an  architectural  education. 
They  mislead  the  beginner,  they  suggest  an 
equipment  which  is  not  fulfilled  and  a  verv 
nice  differentiation  between  what  is  voca- 
tional and  what  is  professional  is  needed  in 
order  to  accomplish  anv  real  result  in  that 
field. 

A  wealth  of  scholarships  are  open  to  the 
architectural  student  today.  Prof.  P^merson 
points  out.  In  addition,  the  Institute, 
through  an  appropriation  of  the  Carnegie 
Corporation,  pays  all  the  expenses  of  repre- 
sentative professors  from  colleges  through- 
out the  country  at  the  summer  courses  of  the 
Art  Institute  at  Chicago. 

Describing  the  Institute's  plan  of  coop 
eration  with  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, Prof.  Emerson  declares  that  its  object 
is  to  place  in  the  principal  libraries  of  the 
United  States  a  collection  of  approved 
books  on  architecture,  lists  of  architectural 
reading,  and  an  assistant  capable  of  giving 
ad  vice  to  those  pursuing  a  definite  course 
of  study.  Its  purpose  is  to  bridge  the  gap 
between  the  laymen's  appreciation  of  what 
is  meant  by  architecture  and  what  the  arch- 
itect means  by  it,  and  to  provide  guidance 
for  young  architects,  architectural  drafts- 
men and  craftsmen  wishing  to  supplement 
their  training  in  this  field. 

During  the  past  year  representatives  of 
the  Association  of  Collegiate  Schools  of 
Architecture  have  prepared  a  list  of  the 
best  books  on  architecture,  Prof,  pjnerson 
states,  and  from  these  the  smaller  list  which 
will  be  circulated  was  selected  by  vote. 

Tn  its  report  to  the  Institute,  the  Commit- 
tee on  Education  says:  ''On  the  part  of  the 
faculties  of  the  schools  of  architecture  there 
is  a  very  genuine  realization  of  their  great 
and  growing  responsibilitv.  The  Institute 
has  recommended  the  lengthening  of  the 
course  in  architecture,  and  our  delibera- 
tions with  the  members  of  the  Association 
of  Collegiate  Schools  of  Architecture  have 
shown  that  the  faculties  generally  are  in  ac- 
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cord  that  more  than  four  years  are  required 
for  the  training  of  the  architect. 

'*In  1906  the  Institute's  Committee  de- 
fined an  architect  as  ^)ne  ranking  in  the 
class  of  men  of  culture,  learning  and  refine- 
ment, differentiated  from  the  others  of  his 
class  solely  by  his  functions  as  a  creator  of 
pure  beauty,  as  an  exponent  through  mate- 
rial forms  of  the  best  secular,  intellectual 
and  religious  civilization  of  his  time,  and 
as  an  organizer  and  director  of  manifold 
and  varied  industries  and  activities.' 

''It  is  hardly  possible  to  devise  any 
scheme  of  education  that  would  fit  all  stu- 
dents to  meet  this  standard  during  the  ac- 
cepted period  of  college  training  of  four  or 
five  years,  but  this  definition  is  an  ideal  to- 
ward which  to  work. 

'The  object  of  the  school  should  be  to  so 
open  the  eyes  of  the  student  on  the  whole 
horizon  of  human  learning  and  culture  that 
he  may  at  graduation  realize  his  short-com- 
ings. 

"It  must  be  left  to  the  student  as  an  adult 
in  the  practice  of  his  profession  to  complete 
his  education.  The  school^^  are  'nurseries 
of  the  imagination.'  Design  is  the  funda- 
mental on  which  the  student  must  be  taught 


to  guide  himself  in  his  creations.  He  must 
know^  the  theory  of  construction  and  the  use 
of  materials,  and  he  must  be  so  trained  as 
to  have  facility  and  fluency  in  the  presenta- 
tion of  his  ideas. 

*Tt  is  our  belief  that  it  is  unwnse  to  stand- 
ardize teaching  methods.  Organization, 
conformity  to  accepted  reciuirements,  and 
good  intentions  will  not  make  a  school.  En- 
vironment, atmosphere,  the  personality  of 
the  stafif,  are  intagible  but  essential  features, 
and  a  great  teacher  is  a  law  unto  himself. 

^i)efinite  efifort  should  be  made  to  pro- 
mote during  the  years  of  active  service,  and 
particularly  during  those  years  that  follow 
immediately  upon  college  studies,  the  con- 
tinued development  of  those  imaginative 
ideas  that  comprised  so  high  a  percentage 
in  time  and  in  value  of  our  school  and  col- 
lege effort. 

''\n  even  closer  relation  should  exist  be- 
tween the  office  and  the  school,  to  the  end 
that  there  may  be  a  better  understanding 
between  these  two  essential  elements  in  our 
professional  education,  and  that  they  may 
better  co-operate  in  perfecting  that  balance 
between  theory  and  practice  that  is  needed 
to  the  best  accomplishments  in  architec- 
ture." 


